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INTRODUCTION 



The terrestrial reptile fauna of Cuba consists of 106 species 
described to date, of which 55 (51.8%) belong to the family 
Iguanidae. The family Iguanidae contains a total of 125 taxa, 
including subspecies. 

Frost and Etheridge (1989, Misc. Publ. Mus. Nat. Hist., Univ. 
Kansas 81:1-65) recommended that the eight generic groups of the 
family Iguanidae be recognized as distinct families. However, 
for the present review, I prefer to consider the Cuban species as 
one group in order to keep the information together. 

In Cuba, the iguanids occur in many different terrestrial 
habitats from the coastal zones to the highest elevations in 
mountains, in natural, agricultural, and urban areas. However, 
forest of diverse types shelter the majority of the species 
(80%). All ecomorphs described by Williams (1983, pp. 326-370 XD 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge) are represented, although 
the trunk-ecomorphs are the most frequents (67.3%). Only five 
species are not Cuban endemics; 12, 25, and 13 species are 
national, regional and local endemics, respectively. 

The bibliography of the Cuban iguanids deals, in a great 
part, with taxonomy and geographical distribution. There are 
many papers in which the species of a given region are listed and 
some data about their habitats are presented. In another group 
of studies, several ecological aspects at the population or 
community level are presented and in a very few, a 
zoogeographical approach of the group is found. 

Lists and catalogues are scarce. On the other hand, in the 
more recent ones (Garrido and Jaume, 1984; Schwartz and 
Henderson, 1988) , the species are presented in alphabetical 
order, which makes it difficult to recognize their taxonomic 
affinities and five taxa have been described since the 
publication fo the Schwartz and Henderson catalogue. 

The present checklist contains the 125 taxa described up to 
1991 from Cuba, and the bibliography encompasses all the 
references that I have found referring to about any aspect of 
Cuban iguanids, whether formally published or presented at 
symposia or as a theses. 



2 



Among the authors listed in the Bibliography, are some ones 
who have contributed in a greater manner than others. They are, 
in an alphabetical order, Thomas Barbour, Mario S. Buide, 
Georgina Espinosa Lopez, Alberto Estrada, Orlando H. Garrido, 
Lourdes Rodriguez Schettino and Albert Schwartz . 

As with any checklist from a area with a diverse fauna, the 
list is quickly out of date because some species are in editorial 
process, and others remain to be discovered, this list 
constitutes a basic guide, and the bibliography offers an 
introductory source for the herpetologists interested in Cuban 
iguanids . 
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REPTILIA 

LACERTILIA 

IGUANIDAE 

(Endemic taxa are marked by an asterisk) 

Genus Anolis Daudin, 1802 
Section Etheridge, 1960 
Subsection carolinensis 
Series carolinensis 
Group eauestris 

Anolis eauestris Merrem, 1820* 

A. e. eauestris Merrem, 1820* 

A. e. thomasi Schwartz, 1958* 

A. e. buidei Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A. e. persparsus Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A. e. iuraguensis Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 
A. e. verreonensis Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 
A. e. potior Garrido, 1975* 

A. e. cincoleguas Garrido, 1981* 

Anolis luteogular is Noble & Hassler, 1935* 

A. 1. luteogularis Noble & Hassler, 1935* 

A. hassler i Barbour & Shreve, 1935* 

A. 1. nivevultus G. Peters, 1970* 

A. 1. delacruzi Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A. 1. sectilis Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A. 1. coctilis Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A. 1. calceus Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A- 1. iaumei Schwartz & Garrido, 1972* 

A. 1. sanf elipensis Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis noblei Barbour & Shreve, 1935* 

A. n. noblei Barbour & Shreve, 1935* 

A. n. galeif er Schwartz, 1964* 

Anol is smallwoodi Schwartz, 1964* 

A. s. smallwoodi Schwartz, 1964* 

A. s. palardis Schwartz, 1964* 

A. s. saxuliceps Schwartz, 1964* 

Anolis baracoae Schwartz, 1964* 

Anolis pigmaeauestris Garrido, 1975* 

Group carolinensis 

Superspecies carolinensis 

Anolis porcatus Gray, 1840* 

Anolis isolepis (Cope) , 1861* 

A. i- isolepis (Cope), 1861* 

A. i. altitudinalis Garrido, 1985* 

Anolis allisoni Barbour, 1928 



Superspecies angusticeps 

Anolis angusticeps Hallowell, 1856 

A. a. angusticeps Hallowell, 1856* 
Anolis paternus Hardy, 1966* 

A, p. paternus Hardy, 1966* 

A. p. pinarensis Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis guazuma Garrido, 1983* 

Group argillaceus 

Anolis lovsiana Dumeril & Bibron, 1837* 

Anolis argillaceus Cope, 1862* 

Anolis centralis G. Peters, 1970* 

A. c. centra 1 is G. Peters, 1970* 

A. c. litoralis Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis puntilus Garrido, 1988* 

Series lucius 

Group lucius 

Superspecies lucius 

Anolis lucius Dumeril & Bibron, 1837* 
Anolis argenteolus Cope, 1861* 

Group vermiculatus 

Anolis vermiculatus Dumeril & Bibron, 1837* 
Anolis bartschi (Cochran) , 1928* 

Series alutaceus 

Group alutaceus 

Superspecies alutaceus 

Anolis alutaceus Cope, 1861* 

Anolis clivicola Barbour & Shreve, 1935* 
Anolis anf iloguioi Garrido, 1980* 

Anolis inexpectata Garrido & Estrada, 1989 
Anolis cvanopleurus Cope, 1861* 

A. c. cvanopleurus Cope, 1861* 

A. c. orientalis Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis cupevalensis Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis mimus Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis f ugitivus Garrido, 1975* 

Anolis iuangundlachi Garrido, 1975* 
Superspecies spectrum 

Anolis spectrum W. Peters, 1863* 

Anolis vanidicus Garrido & Schwartz, 19/.;* 
A. V. vanidicus Garrido & Schwartz, iv 
A. V. rejectus Garrido & Schwartz, 1'*/ 
Section Etheridge, 1960 
Series sagrai 

Group sagrai 

Superspecies sagrai 

Anolis sagrai Dumeril & Bibron, 18 i 
A. s. sagrai Dumeril & Bibron, lb . 

A. s. grevi Barbour, 1914* 
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Anolis bremeri Barbour, 1914* 

A. b bremeri Barbour, 1914* 

A. b. insulaepinorum Garrido, 1972* 
Superspecies homolechis 

Anolis homolechis (Cope) , 1864* 

A. h. homolechis (Cope) , 1864* 

A. h. turquinensis Garrido, 1973* 

A. quadriocellif er Barbour & Rarasden, 1919* 
A. iubar Schwartz, 1968* 

A. j. iubar Schwartz, 1968* 

A. j. cuneus Schwartz, 1968* 

A. j. balaenarum Schwartz, 1968* 

A. j. oriens Schwartz, 1968* 

A. 2 . yaquajavensis Garrido, 1973* 

A. j. qibarensis Garrido, 1973* 

A. 3 ,. maisiensis Garrido, 1973* 

A. j. albertschwartz i Garrido, 1973* 

A. j. santamariae Garrido, 1973* 

A. j. cocoensis Estrada & Garrido, 1990* 
Anolis mestrei Barbour & Ramsden, 1916* 
Superspecies alloqus 

Anolis alloqus Barbour & Ramsden, 1919* 
Anolis ahli Barbour, 1925* 

Anolis delaf uentei Garrido, 1982* 

Anolis rubribarbus Barbour & Ramsden, 1919* 
Anolis imias Ruibal & Williams, 1961* 

Anolis birama Garrido, 1991* 

Anolis confusus Estrada & Garrido, 1991* 

Anolis quaf e Estrada & Garrido, 1991* 

Anolis ophiolepis Cope, 1861* 



Genus Cvclura Harlan, 1824 
Cvclura nubila (Gray) , 1831 
C. n. nubila (Gray), 1831* 

Genus Chamaeleolis Cocteau, 1838* 

Chamaeleolis chamaeleonides Dumeril & Bibron, 1837* 
Chamaeleolis porous Cope, 1864* 

Chamaeleolis barbatus Garrido, 1982* 

Chamaeleolis quamuhava Garrido, Perez-Beato & Moreno, 1991* 

Genus Leiocephalus Gray, 1827 

Leiocephalus car inatus Gray, 1827 
L. c. carinatus Gray, 1827* 

L. c. aquarius Schwartz & Ogren, 1956* 

L. c. zavasi Schwartz, 1959* 

L. c. moqotensis Schwartz, 1959* 

L. c. labrossvtus Schwartz, 1959* 

L. c. cavensis Schwartz, 1959* 
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L. c. microcvon Schwartz, 1959* 
T,eiocephalus cubensis (Gray) , 1840* 

L. c. cubensis (Gray) , 1840* 

L. c. paraphrus Schwartz, 1959* 

L. c. giaas Schwartz, 1959* 

L. c. pambasileus Schwartz, 1959* 

L. c. minor Garrido, 1970* 

Leiocephalus macropus Cope, 1862* 

L. m. macropus Cope, 1862* 

L. m. inmaculatus Hardy, 1958* 

L. m. hoplites Zug, 1959* 

L. m. hvacinthurus Zug, 1959* 

L. m. koopmani Zug, 1959* 

L. m. aegialus Zug, 1959* 

L. m. phvlax Schwartz & Garrido, 1967* 

L. m. asbolomus Schwartz & Garrido, 1967* 
L. m. lenticulatus Garrido, 1973* 

L. m. felinoi Garrido, 1979* 

L. m. torrei Garrido, 1979* 

Leiocephalus raviceps Cope, 1862* 

L. r. raviceps Cope, 1862* 

L. r. uzzel 1 i Schwartz, 1960* 

L. r. klinikowskii Schwartz, 1960* 

L. r. iaumei Schwartz & Garrido, 1968* 

L. r. delavarai Garrido, 1973* 

Leiocephalus st ictigaster Schwartz, 1959* 

L. s. stictigaster Schwartz, 1959* 

L. s. sierrae Schwartz, 1959* 

L. s. exotheotus Schwartz, 1959* 

L. s. astictus Schwartz, 1959* 

L. s. lucianus Schwartz, 1960* 

L. s. parasphex Schwartz, 1964* 

L. s. ophiplacodes Schwartz, 1964* 

L. s. naranioi Schwartz & Garrido, 1968* 

L. s. lipomator Schwartz & Garrido, 1968* 

L. s. celeustes Schwartz & Garrido, 1968* 

L. s. gibarensis Schwartz & Garrido, 1968* 
L. s. septentrional is Garrido, 1975* 
Leiocephalus onanevi Garrido, 1973* 
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